This message has been addressed by Mimmo Merola to participants at CIF Symposium (Hambourg, Germany) in occasion of the 50th anniversary of CIF Germany branch.

It has been first published on November 2010 issue of CIF World News.

Dear CIF Friends,

Allow me to briefly mention the significant

experience lived in Hamburg, the city I like to refer to

as the , where we celebrated our first

50 years of existence. CIF Germany was just superb

and everyone present contributed to make this a

momentous event in our history and we do in fact

have a history! It does not happen often to have

reality fulfill your ideal wishful projections, but this

happened to me in Hamburg 2010. Thank you!

One important aspect that we are dealing with after

50 years is to prepare for the next 50, and this

means working for the future, with the support of the

past and the reality of the present. I feel that we are

beginning to take some steps in this direction and we

will certainly call on everyone to take part in the process.

At the Symposium on August 28, 2010 in a very

stimulating setting I presented some thoughts on the

matter and have been asked by many to include them in this

issue of the . I have tried to reconstruct the

presentation to my best abilities. I went on notes and in

many instances, elaborated on the feelings of the moment,

so if you were there and don't see a perfect match with what

you heard…it's because it was real!

When I returned from my CIP experience in 1980 (TCIP

Minnesota), my feelings were overflowing and one day on

the train, coming back from university, they became words

of a song that I think I have shared with you in a previous

article. Well, the same thing has happened in the present

circumstances as I tried to imagine what the new

generations might need in order keep CIF alive and kicking

for many more years to come; so here are the words that

came pouring out, a possible song for the future:

CIF …please tell me, what could it be?

I'm the new generation,

What's in it for me?

I live in a high tech world,

Change and progress seem the main stability,

What's new today is already old,

How can you be part of my reality?

I live in a globalized world,

Abroad is just around the corner,

Where everything appears as one mold,

Where is my place in your order?

I live in a struggling material world,
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BRIDGE TO THE FUTURE:

Thoughts for the Future of CIF and the Next Generation

“Having,” measures success,

“Being,” not easily sold,

Can I settle for less?

We're 50 and still survive,

We glorify the past and appreciate the present,

But the future is all yours…

To decide for 50 more!

Between 1997 and 1999, I served on the executive

committee (EC) of the time and coordinated the revision of

our Statute as we know it today. I was inspired from the CIF

Conference that was held in Scotland in 1997 where I took

my teenage son with a group of his friends and saw how

positively they reacted to the experience. This led me to

convince everyone that we should have included in our

objectives something pertaining to the new generations. At

the end they agreed making me happy, and happy I am that

they did!

F) To introduce new generations to the spirit and

objectives of the Organization, encouraging their

participation and involvement in the activities of CIF.

INITIATE PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS IN THE FIELD OF

SOCIAL WORK AND RELATED DISCIPLINES

START LOOKING OUTSIDE THE BOX, CONSIDERING

PARTICIPANTS INVOLVED IN RELATED FIELDS OF SOCIAL

WORK AND ANYONE WHO SHARES AND ACCEPTS WHAT

WE CAN OFFER

CONSIDER THE POSSIBILITY TO INCLUDE ACTIVITIES

AND TOPICS AT CIF CONFERENCES THAT CAN ATTRACT

Chorus…

CIF for the Younger Generation

CIF INTERNATIONAL STATUTES: ARTICLE 4 OBJECTIVES

So how do we pursue this objective? Well here are just

some ideas to stimulate your thinking:

•

•

•
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AND INVOLVE YOUNG PEOPLE

KEEP AN OPEN MIND AND HEART WITH THE

WILLINGNESS TO ENCOURAGE, LISTEN AND DISCUSS

NEW PERSPECTIVES WITH THE YOUNGER GENERATIONS.

My belief and experience is that our spirit and mission

does go beyond one profession and this can only enrich and

enhance our quest in the contemporary society.

The message and the mission remain substantially the

same, strategies and communication must adapt to reach

young people more effectively according to the means

available and comprehensible to them today. I am proud to

say that our Board of Directors is already working on this

through an excellent standing public relations committee

that in the near future will try to involve everyone in the

process, we need you all to participate in the REAL sense of

the word.

In my 1980 CIP program in the USA, we were given an

excerpt from a favorite children's book and many of us did

not understand why, not only for the language. Well, after

the experience it became clearer and we now give it to our

participants in the CIF Italia program, hoping that at the end

they will be able to relate it to CIF,

“What is REAL?” asked the Rabbit one day, when they

were lying side by side near the nursery fender, before Nana

came to tidy up the room. “Does it mean having things that

buzz inside you and a stick-out handle?”

“REAL isn't how you are made,” said the Skin Horse. “It's

a thing that happens to you. When a child loves you for a

long, long time, not just to play with, but really loves you,

then you become REAL.”

“Does it hurt?” asked the Rabbit.

“Sometimes,” said the Skin Horse, for he was always

truthful. “When you are REAL, you don't mind being hurt.”

“It doesn't happen all at once,” said the Skin Horse. “You

become. It takes a long time, that's why it doesn't often

happen to people who break easily, or have sharp edges, or

who have been carefully kept. Generally, by the time you are

REAL, most of your hair has been loved off, and your eyes

•

A POSSIBLE PERSPECTIVE

The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams.

drop out and you get loose in the joints and very shabby.

But these things don't matter at all, because once you are

REAL you can't be ugly, except to people who don't

understand.”

As the Velveteen Rabbit many young people are looking

for what is real in a society where images and the value of

having prevail; the skin horse talks of the value of being real,

I believe we (CIF) have this to offer to those young people

that are sensitive to our message, our duty is to facilitate

and find functional ways to reach them.

At the end of the 1980s and the beginning of the 90s, I

taught a social work summer course for Michigan State

University in Italy, and based it on the CIF program structure

and philosophy with some necessary adjustments for

university requirements. Here is the conclusion of the paper

written by one of the students. I could have picked any of

the others available to show the impact of this experience on

a younger person in his/her early twenties:

“ … It was an amazing experience to actually live in

another country and participate in the daily lives of the

natives.

I feel that living in the home of an Italian family provided a

unique perspective of the Italian culture. It was certainly an

experience that could not be matched by visiting a foreign

land and staying in hotels.

I saw, learned and felt an incredible array of Italian culture.

Being so close with the natives allowed me the opportunity

to meet all the wonderful people that made my trip so

special!”

We're 50 and still survive,

We glorify the past and appreciate the present,

But the future is all yours…

To decide for 50 more!

WE ARE REAL!

Undergraduate social work student at MSU 1990

SO…ALL HANDS ON DECK!

CIF INTERNATIONAL? IT TAKES ALL OF US TO MAKE A

CIF INTERNATIONAL WORLD!
